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Prof. Dr. Karsten Lehmann 
 

Academic CV 
 
 
 

Educational Career and Previous Positions: 

 
10/2022 – 9/2023 
(parallel to work 

at the KPH) 

Visiting Professor for Religious Studies	
Faculty of Theology, Katholische Privatuniversität Linz 
§ Regular introduction to Religious Studies 

10/2019 – 9/2022 
(parallel to work 

at the KPH) 

Visiting Professor for Empirical Religious Studies 
Faculty of Protestant Theology, Universität Greifswald 
§ Representation of Religious Studies in research and teaching 

since 10/2019 
(parallel to work 

at the KPH) 

Senior Research Fellow 
Faculty of Protestant Theology, University of Vienna 
§ Research Cooperation with Religious Studies Chair 

since 9/2016 Research Professor ‚Interreligiosity‘ (PH1) 
KPH – University College of the Churches, Vienna/ Krems 
§ Establishment and Coordination of Special Research Focus 

‚Interreligiosity’ at the KPH Vienna/Krems (in cooperation with 
the PHD Linz) 

§ Expansion of the Cooperations between the KPH and researchers 
from (international) universities 

§ Methods training of students and colleagues within the context of 
the KPH Vienna/Krems 

7/2013 – 2/2016 Head of Social Sciences and Statistics 
KAICIID Centre for Interreligious + Intercultural Dialogue / Vienna 
§ Establishment and Conceptualization of the Research Department 

(in cooperation with the Director of Research) 
§ Conceptualization, Coordination & Implementation of 

international empirical research projects 
§ Support of the statistics-dimension of all the Centre’s research 

activities  
9/2012 – 6/2013 Visiting Professor for Religious Studies  

Religious Studies Department of the Université Fribourg  
(Prof. Dr. O. Krüger) 
§ New Approaches to the Study of Religion 
§ Methods in Religious Studies-Research 
§ Transnational religiously affiliated Organizations 
§ Religion and Politics 

2/2016 Publication of the printed version of the post-doctoral Thesis with 
Routledge, London / New York 
Religious NGOs in International Relations, The Construction of ‚the 
Religious’ and ‚the Secular’  
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1/2010 – 4/2014 Work on the post-doctoral Thesis within Religious Studies 
(Mentors: Prof. Dr. Bernt Schnettler / Bayreuth, Prof. Dr. Günter 
Kehrer / Tübingen and Prof. Dr. Christoph Bochinger / Bayreuth) 
Faculty of Cultural Studies at the University of Bayreuth 

4/2004 – 7/2012 
(in parallel: 

scholarship for 
post-doctoral) 

Assistant Professor 
Chair of Religious Studies II at the University of Bayreuth  
(Prof. Dr. Bochinger) 
§ Religion and Politics in international relations 
§ Religion and Migration 
§ Structural Changes of religious plurality 
§ Qualitative Methods in the empirical Study of Religion 

9/2009 – 12/2011 
(in parallel: leave 
of absence from 

Assistant 
Professorship) 

Habilitation-Scholarship (by the Deutschen Forschungsge-
meinschaft)  
Visiting Fellow at the Observatoire des Religions en Suisse / ORS of 
the Université de Lausanne as well as the Berkley Center for Religion, 
Peace and World Affairs of Georgetown University 
§ International and interdisciplinary research project 
§ Religious associations in international relations 
§ Interdependences between religion and politics 
§ Processes of ‘politization in civil society’ by religions 

1/2000 – 3/2004 Director of the Kontakt- und Informationsbüros für präventive 
Kinder- und Jugendarbeit / KiB in Zwickau  
Protestant Christophorus Parish Zwickau-Eckersbach 
§ Scientific support for prevention in the field of ‘sects’ in 

cooperation with the Aktion Jugendschutz Sachsen /ajs as well as 
the Sächsische Landesamt für Familie und Soziales 

§ Conceptualization and Implementation of Presentations and 
Seminars on New Religious Movements, Extremism and 
Migration 

§ Councelling, Project management, PR and Administration 
6/2001 Publication of the PhD-Dissertation with Hitit-Verlag, Berlin 

Vereine als Medium der Integration, Zu Entwicklung und Struktur-
wandel von Migrantenvereinen  

10/1996 – 1/2000 Work on the PhD-Dissertation within Sociology 
(academic supervisors: Prof. Dr. C. Seyfarth and Prof. Dr. G. Kehrer) 
Institut für Soziologie of the Eberhard-Karls-Universität Tübingen 
Final grade: magna cum laude 
§ Community Study in the field of Migration Studies and within the 

tradition of Interpretative Sociology 
§ Construction of a general typology for the associations of 

immigrants 
§ Discussion of the impact of associations on the integration of 

immigrants in urban society 
1997 – 1998 Intern (five months) 

Office of the Ausländerbeauftragten of the City of Ulm 
1998 Intern (two months) 

Office of the Beauftragte der Bundesregierung für Ausländerfragen 
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10/1995 – 9/1996 PhD Courses in Sociology 
Institut für Soziologie of the Eberhard-Karls-Universität Tübingen 

10/1994 – 9/1995 M.A. Course in Religious Studies  
(academic supervisor: L. Woodhead, PhD) 
Religious Studies Department of Lancaster University 
Final grade: distinction  
§ Religions of Migrants and NRMs in GB 
§ Methods in Religious Studies and Discourse Analysis 
§ Completed with M.A.-Dissertation: The 'Public Dimension' of a 

Controversy around the London Church of Christ 
1995 Intern (six weeks) 

(academic supervisor: J. Lampard, M.A.) 
Information Network Focus On Religious Movements / INFORM  
(at the London School of Economics and Political Sciences / LSE) 

10/1991 – 9/1994 Studies in Religious Studies, Sociology and History 
Eberhard-Karls-Universität Tübingen 
§ European History of Religions 
§ Modern religious plurality 
§ Classics of the Social Sciences 

1994 Intern (six weeks)  
(academic supervisor: Prof. Dr. G. Küenzlen) 
Evangelische Zentralstelle für Weltanschauungsfragen / EZW 

1990 – 1991 Basic Military Service 
1./Fallschirmjägerbataillon 251, Calw 

1981 – 1990 Schooling 
Gymnasium Hohenbaden, Baden-Baden  
Grade point average: 2,3 

 
 
Residencies at International Research Institutions (outside A and D): 
 

9/2012 – 6/2013 Visiting Professor for Religious Studies 
Religious Studies Chair at the Université de Fribourg / CH  
(Prof. Dr. O. Krüger) 

1/2011 – 12/2011 Visiting Research Fellow  
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs at Georgetown 
University / USA (Prof. Dr. J. Casanova) 

9/2009 – 4/2010 Visiting Research Fellow  
Observatoire des Religions en Suisse / ORS at the Université de 
Lausanne / CH (Prof. Dr. J. Stolz) 

10/1994 – 9/1995 MA-Student for Religious Studies 
Religious Studies Department at Lancaster University / UK 

 


